Inquiry Told PlaMc jIgreement W^^ 

British Firms Itamnered Allies. AiAi^ BMpr 


, -/WentatioMa^ tSert?fcc TTniSJ* foreign of certain' plastics - 

4-- *r-t X i. ^ producers with -no-, supervision by - ‘ - ' ■ 

-Justice Department , charged the United States (SovOT denies ShortasP 

yester^pjr that production of;trtos- .^phese agreements diave mot: only 

;parentsplasticsifor use in warplmes violated the antitrust jaw but have • Philadelphia, -April 20 {!?).— 

,'>ad;-'b'een .hampered lor years -by a .also forced their signers into- a Kohm and Haas Co., Inc., of Phila- 
•,yash|.secret trade and patent pact position opposing the enunciated delphia, declared in a statement to- 
'.mVolvmg American, German and foreign policy of this. Government a ■* t 

-Britisb' interests. Hutchinson presented infoSon agreements with for- . 

• !®his pact, made rvithout consent showing a far-flung and intricate on use . of plastic glass | 

pr, knowledge of the American or, system of patent and trade Controls tor military aircraft were intend- 
British . gove^ents, he^Part-; participated in by Rohm & Haas, ed to develop-rather than restrict i 

mept declared,-; covered .Tihe -whole and duPont, in ■ the United States j lesirici. 

field'-, of --plastics, ■development of Imperial Chemical Industries' Ltd’ “Production. 

■VEWch is?, comparatively new. It in- of Great Britain, and , Rohm & “From time to time we have been 

eluded '.“secret ..patent, pools and Hass, and I. G. Farbenindustrie, of able to sell or offer surplus produc- 

f cross licenses providing for restoc-; Germany.- tion to Britain, Russia and'Aus- 

.:tioiis-.;: on production, price fixing This agreement, he declared, call- tralia.-’ 


I -cross licenses rproviding for restri-c-| 
■tionS',. on .production, price fixiiigi 
and eM-mination of -potential com- 
petitors.’.’ 

Disclosure -of ■the giant trade and 
patent combine -was made before the 
Benate Patents Gommittee toy -Walter 
R. .Hutebinson, special assistant to 
the Attorney . General. 

•' .BinCe. the irnost'important plastic 
-embraced by 'thd'agfehment is trans- 
parent slieetmg, “indi.spensable -war 
material - for the production of all 
mUitary hirpiaiies,” he declared that 
“it is irnperati ve that all restrictive 
patent controls over this produce be 
removed.” , 

Production of, transparent sheet-] 
ing, used for bomber noses, wind 
shields, cpckpi-t ],inclpsures and the 
like, is cpiicehtrated in the United 
States - in the - hands of Rohm & 
Haas - Co., of .Philadelphia, . and E. 
I. duPoht .de Nemours Co., Hutchin- 
son said. ' - . , 

This, being the case, he declared, 
“it is in, the interests, of the Nation- 
that other individuals and - firms 
have . the - patents made available- 
to them should Hiey , desire to engage 
i in v.pi-.oduetion of 'this material.” - 
I i?ohm & Haas and DuPont, Hutch- 
' ipsoh charged, gained control over 
• production: of : transparent sheeting 
“by iUegal methods.” 

“The evidence,” be said, “drives 
home the point that there is ex- 
treme danger to the Nation in allow- 
ipg. private -individuals .and Con- 


German y.- ’ 

This agreement, he declared, call- 



